Subj:  Comments on Hearing Loss Claim Filed by CIVILIAN, JOHN P.



Date
MEMORANDUM

From: 
Occupational Audiology, COMMAND
To:      
Worker’s Compensation Office
Subj:  
Comments on Hearing Loss Claim Filed by civilian, john p. 
Encl:  
(1) Industrial Hygiene Noise Data


(2) Hearing Conservation Training Records 
 
(3) Hearing History/Summary
1. Per your request, I have reviewed the hearing loss compensation claim filed by Mr. John P. Civilian.  Mr. Civilian worked at COMMAND as a Rigger from 1982 through his retirement in August 2011.  Prior to this, he also worked as an Equipment Cleaner (1978-1982).  
2. As seen in Encl. (1), representative noise dosimetry samples indicate Time-Weighted Averages from 80.2-94.0 dBA for Riggers at COMMAND.  This data indicates that Mr. Civilian worked in areas with potentially hazardous noise during his employment at COMMAND from 1982-2011.  Noise data for Equipment Cleaners is not available to me at this time, so I cannot comment on Mr. Civilian’s noise exposure from 1978-1982.  
3. At a minimum, Mr. Civilian was provided with hearing conservation training and hearing protection as indicated by his signatures on the “Annual Hearing Conservation Training” forms seen in Encl. (2).  

4. A summary of Mr. Civilian’s periodic hearing test data is displayed in Encl. (3).  Of note, Mr. Civilian received a hearing test at a private facility on 03/11/2019.  Because this test was performed over seven years after Mr. Civilian’s 2011 retirement from NNSY, the results of this test do not reflect his hearing levels at that time of his retirement.  I will therefore not include the 2019 test results in my review of Mr. Civilian’s hearing loss claim.  The results of his earliest and final hearing tests while employed at COMMAND are below:
	Date
	Left
	Right

	
	500
	1000
	2000
	3000
	4000
	6000
	500
	1000
	2000
	3000
	4000
	6000

	08/11/11
	30
	40
	25
	15
	25
	60
	30
	40
	15
	20
	15
	45

	03/06/78
	15
	20
	25
	10
	15
	15
	15
	20
	20
	10
	10
	20

	Difference
	15
	20
	00
	05
	10
	45
	15
	20
	-05
	10
	05
	25


5. Mr. Civilian did not experience a Permanent Threshold Shift in hearing at any time during his employment at COMMAND from 1978-2011.  
6. Mr. Civilian’s audiometric thresholds from the final audiogram performed before his retirement from COMMAND, dated 08/11/2011 and seen above, show an overall change in hearing that is in not excess of what would be normally predicted on the basis of presbycusis.  
7. Based on the information presented above, in my opinion, Mr. Civilian’s hearing loss was not likely caused, aggravated, precipitated, or accelerated by noise exposure encountered during his employment at COMMAND.

8. For additional information, please contact me at XXX-XXX-XXXX or by email at xxxx.x.xxxxxx.xxx@mail.mil.  
XXX X. XXXX, Au.D., CCC-A

Licensed Audiologist   
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